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The Love of God

Pharisee love
It seems like there has been a lot of conversation recently about the two central
commands Jesus gives us in Scripture. Love God and love people. When you think
about it, it is amazing how much of Scripture comes back to or hinges on these
two points.
Sometimes even students of the Word become so distracted by things in this
world that we forget these two basic points. Actually, we can become so distracted
by our own study of the Bible that we forget these two basic points. Now, before
you reach for the rocks to stone the false prophet, hear me out.
The Pharisees of Jesus’ day were the most astute Bible students you could ever
imagine. They knew the Scriptures in intimate detail, or you might say they knew
every little jot and tittle. Yet as you read through the gospels you will see that Jesus reserves His strongest rebukes for them. Why? Jesus’ point is very plain, they
were unloving. All of His charges, all of His rebukes seem to come back to this one
point, they loved themselves instead of loving God and loving people. It is the central charge in Jesus’ rebuke recorded in Matthew 23.
However, Jesus never accuses them of not being students of the Word. “Woe to you
Pharisees! You should have done your Bible study” isn’t recorded in the gospels.
No, they studied and searched the Scriptures carefully (John 5:39-47). Instead Jesus
says two things that should strike fear into the heart of every bible student.

• They did not have the love of God (John 5:42)
Their study of the Scriptures did not lead to love. They did not have the love
of God in them. For some it is a bit too easy to discount this warning. “Well of
course not, they did not have the love of God in them! They were not Christians.” But, that is not the context of the passage. The context makes it clear they
should have loved as God does.
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Their study of the Word should have matured them into lovers of God and of
people but, instead they were lovers of self. Something went desperately wrong
as they studied and though they got into the Word, it seems the Word did not get
into them.

• They did not believe the Word (John 5:46-47)
Jesus said they did not believe the Scriptures. They searched them and studied
them, they memorized and recited them, they discussed and argued them but
they did not believe them. It sounds almost impossible. How can someone know
the Word so well and yet not believe it? What went wrong?
Well, obviously, they must have believed something about the Scriptures. They
ordered their lives around the Jewish festivals and the sacrificial system. They
believed enough to frame their world view around the need to follow the law.
But, they did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah.

What happened?
Let me share an opinion here, and feel free to disagree. I believe their failure to
exhibit the love of God, their failure to believe Jesus, their failure to believe Moses
(John 5:46) was because of a failure to let the Word dominate their lives. I think
they controlled their study of the Scripture instead of letting their study of the
Scripture dominate and control them. Or you might say they studied for mastery
of the Word, instead of studying so as to be mastered by the Word. I realized the
topic is complex and this opinion is very simplistic. But, I believe self was the
problem. Their pride or self was the controlling factor and not God. They loved
themselves, it was Pharisee love.
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What about us?
We face the same danger. Our bible study must lead to submission of our lives,
our very being, to the Word of God and the God of the Word. When it does, we die
to self by loving God and loving people. It is the inevitable outcome of submission.
Death to pride or self brings life to a love for God and others.
Our Bible study must not be for the purpose of mastering the Word, but that we
might fully understand the Word and be mastered by it. Our submission to the
Word is not seen in our willingness to correct and condemn every teacher, preacher, or student who might disagree with us, but it is seen in our eagerness to love
kindness and show mercy.
The Pharisees might have been technically correct but they were devotionally perverted. They knew what the Word said, but their heart wasn’t in it. Their devotion
was perverted from praising God to lauding self.

Questions to think about:
Are you judgmental or loving?

Do you find yourself loving the strictness of the letter of the law or the amazing
grace of God?

Does your time in the Word drive you to love God and love people? Or, do you walk
away impressed with how well you are doing?

Spend some time today with the Lord asking Him to reveal to you both the attitudes of your heart and the way people around you perceive you.
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God’s Love Alive In You
by Kay Arthur and David Lawson
A study of 1,2 & 3 John, James, and Philemon from the New Inductive Study Series

Find strength to resist temptation and
joy to persevere in trials.
The letters of James and John and Paul’s letter to
Philemon are among the most practical writings
in the New Testament. Discover God’s design for
successful relationships, including: friendships in
the church, business dealings, and interactions
between rich and poor. Find strength to resist
temptation and joy to persevere in trials. Learn
incredible power of words and secrets to answered
prayer in this lively study.
13-week Study: 1 John-5 weeks; 2 John-1 week; 3
John-1 week; Philemon-1 week; James-5 weeks.
Six days of guided lessons, 20 to 30 minutes long,
help and teach you how to discover God’s precepts,
purposes and promises on your own. Questions for
group discussion or individual study are provided
on Day Seven along with closing commentary.

CLICK TO ORDER

Do you long to immerse yourself in God’s Word but
need a guide to match your busy lifestyle? The New
Inductive Study Series, now complete and covering
every book of the Bible, was created to help you
discover truth for yourself and go deeper into God’s
precepts, promises and purposes.
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